           October 9, 2006 MINUTES…  Capt. Rick Unger

LECBA BOARD MEETING

Meeting was held at The Ottawa County Visitors Center. The Meeting was called to order by Pres. Bob Collins at 7:01 Present: Bob Collins, Mel Fenger, Jerry Abele, Steve Connor, Paul Pacholski, Barry Witt, Ron Eicholt, Don Mitchell and Rick Unger. Absent:  Charley Eulitt, Mike Karhoff, Don Lowther, Mike Matta, Pete Scheid, Bob Witt and Dan Welsh

Guests: 

Chris Williams, Mark Hudson, Larry Fletcher, Bill Yoder, Paul Yoder, Mayor Tom Brown, Theresa Morris, Bob Calala and Rep. Marcy Kaptur.

Minutes:

Motion made by Steve Connor seconded by Mel Fenger to accept the September minutes.

Treasurers Report:

Tabled
Presidents Report:

President Bob Collins introduced Rep. Marcy Kaptur of the 9th. Congressional District.

Rep. Marcy Kaptur gave an overview of Federal efforts to help Lake Erie. Rep. Kaptur stated the some of the issues that she was working on are:

1) Unexploded ordinance clean up

2) Economic issues facing the Lake Erie shoreline

3) Attracting tourism to the area

4) Invasive species issues

5) Marketing ideas for small businesses on the Lake Erie coast

6) Energy concerns for the North Coast

7) Protecting the waters of Lake Erie from being exported

President Collins next introduced Tom Brown, Mayor of Port Clinton.

Mayor Brown opened his remarks by stating that he strongly supported the efforts to buy back the commercial fishing licenses.

Mayor Brown gave an in depth overview of the inner harbor project planned for Port Clinton.

Mayor Brown stated his belief the more reefs were needed in the Western Basin of Lake Erie, and that he would work towards finding ways to procure artificial reefs for the area.

The Mayor detailed his efforts to bring commerce and industry to the Port Clinton area.

President Collins next introduced Larry Fletcher, Director of the Ottawa County Visitor’s Bureau.

Director Fletcher welcomed everyone to the visitor’s center and gave a brief outline of the services provided by the bureau.

Director Fletcher stated that Ohio ranked 37th. in total dollars spent on advertising for tourism and that his goal is to improve in that area and bring more tourists to Ottawa County.

President Collins opened the rest of the meeting to a question and answer period with Rep. Marcy Kaptur. A long discussion ensued with various members stating their interest in the fair and equitable buy-out of the commercial fishing licenses.

Rep. Kaptur asked about the commercial fishing industry in Canada and if the buy-out would mean that they would get our allotment, Rick Unger explained the TAC (total allowable catch). 

Steve Connor explained that Canada will not take any action as long as Ohio refuses to address its issues.

Rep. Kaptur asked what she could do at the Federal level to help Lake Erie. Mel Fenger suggested that working to stop gill netting on Lake Erie would help. President Collins stated that the removal of the Ballville Dam was an important issue. Vice President Pacholski suggested that controlling invasive species is vital to the survival of Lake Erie.

There being no further business Ron Eicholt moved to adjourn and the motion was seconded by Barry Witt. Meeting adjourned at 9:30  

New/Old Business:

Barry Witt asked if anyone had any information on the 2006 walleye hatch report, there is no information available at this time.

Mike Matta reported on the Governors fish day, the kids fish free week and the Women’s fishing day and fun tournament on Lake Erie day.

Mike Matta stated that The Women’s fishing day and fun tournament on Lake Erie will take place on Friday August 3, 2007 and will include a $25.00 surcharge to participants for membership in LECBA.

Mel Fenger reported that incumbents up for reelection this year are Steve Connor, Mike Karhoff, Charley Eulitt, Mike Matta, Dan Welsh and Ron Eicholt and all have agreed to serve for another term if reelected. 

Pete Scheid reported on LECBA banquet sales and reported that this year there were 98 paid attendees, and that he would like to see that number grow to 200.

The entire board congratulated Pete and JR for a wonderful time at the banquet/bash.

Bob Collins reported on the 4 new firing zones being proposed for Lake Erie for use by the U.S. Coast Guard, and that more information will be available in the next issue of Charter Chatter.

Bob Collins reported on membership and expressed how important our membership is to the well being of LECBA

Bob Collins stated that there are 4 ad spaces available and that the cost is only $200.00 per ad and that each ad runs for eight issues in Charter Chatter.

There being no further business Mike Karhoff moved to adjourn and Bob Witt seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:00.

